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£100K China Deal For Glassflake, Leeds 
 

 
  

The growth of China’s pigments industry has nailed the first major export deal 
for Leeds-based Glassflake’s Australian office launched only six months ago.�
  
The £100,000 order, fulfilled in just three months, came from one of China’s biggest 
pigment companies – a world leader - and the Glassflake products which are micro 
sized platelets of glass will be used in the production of cosmetics, mostly lipsticks, 
which will then be exported globally. 
 
 
  
Director Simon Brigham, who set up and runs the company’s office in Perth, said: 
“We have traded successfully with China for some years now, but this is our biggest 
single order to date. And it’s entirely possible that Yorkshire girls will, in future, be 
applying lip gloss containing a little of our products.” 
  
Glasssflake’s Perth office was established to serve the Asia Pacific region, but is now 
also growing sales in South Africa and the Middle East. Consequently, Brigham is 
hiring additional UK-based sales staff to handle the growth. 
  
“China has long been a leading market for the polymer industry and heavy duty, anti-
corrosion coatings and traditionally, the Chinese copied Western technology. Now, 
however, they’re originating and taking world leading technology of their own into the 
marketplace, which is good news for our thinner glass flakes, as thin as 250 
nanometres,” says Brigham. 



  
“Product development is making great progress in China, towards global leadership 
in many sectors and we’re concentrating our research and development to mirror 
this. We constantly innovate to keep ahead of our peers and have products and 
applications in the pipeline for the next seven years.” 
  
Brigham also praises the efforts of Yorkshire Forward and the China British Business 
Council in helping regional exporters gain a foothold in the Far East. “The support 
and help from these organisations has been invaluable and really speeded our 
progress in a very tough market,” he says. “Not content to rest on our laurels, we 
continue to promote heavily in China and will have a strong presence at this month’s 
important China Coating Exhibition in Shanghai.” 
  
Paul Stephens, Leeds City Council’s chief economic services officer comments: “As 
shown by this latest export success for Glassflake, UK-based manufacturers can 
compete successfully and do serious business in a market that has enormous 
potential.” 
  
Exporter Swims With Tide ����
  
Raised in Cayton Bay on Yorkshire’s east coast, Glassflake’s Simon Brigham 
(31) started surfing as a teenager and, while studying at Napier University, 
Edinburgh, bagged the Men’s and Under 18’s Scottish Championship titles. 
Running his company’s Australian office in Perth is, therefore, a move made 
in heaven. He recently qualified as a “famous” Australian lifeguard – 
completing the requisite 400 metres in nine minutes and his wife, Claire, is 
also involved in the lifesaving movement.�
  
“We live on a fabulous coast that is booming on the back of the growing markets in 
India and China,” says Brigham. “And we like it so much, we bought a home within 
four days of arriving.” 
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Photography: Simon Brigham, back at Glassflake’s Leeds headquarters 
 


