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Award-winning Sulzer Pumps Up Volume With £11m
World-beating Order

Leeds-based Sulzer Pumps has extended its unrivalled world- beating record with
orders totalling £11m for seven 27 megawatt multistage centrifugal pumps and
associated spares from the Azerbaijan International Operating Company (AlIOC).

Driven by Rolls Royce RB 211 gas turbine engines, similar to those used to power
jumbo jets, the 36,000 HP pumps — the world’s biggest — are used to inject water,
deep below the seabed to maintain well pressure and enhance oil production. They
will be installed offshore in the Caspian Sea.

Full speed and load tests using the RB211 have now been completed at Sulzer's
new Leeds test building, recently expanded at a cost approaching £2m and
acknowledged as world leading.

The massive project coincided with the company winning the prestigious Barclays
Award for financial management at the Manufacturing Excellence (MX2006) awards
dinner, following an increase in annual profits, from just over £1 million in 2002 to
more than £6 million last year.

The Barclays Award is not judged on profitability, but by assessing best financial
practices used to manage and control a business and their influence on achieving a
strong financial performance.



Collecting the award, Sulzer deputy managing director Richard Whiteley said: “We
laid out our aspirations, communicated them to staff and motivated each employee
with an individual incentive. Our core competences lay in our people, rather than
facilities and are a tribute to the engineering and manufacturing skills available in
Leeds”.

“We have been market leader in the supply of high energy pumps to the oil market
for some years and we're perceived to have the best technology and manufacturing
facilities. Oil will still be fuelling the world for the next 20 years and the industry is
undergoing an extended boom”.

160 Years of Excellence

Sulzer has been making pumps in Leeds for 160 years and turnover last year
exceeded £100m. The company now employs over 350 people and is currently
recruiting 15 new apprentices.

Commenting on the latest accolades in the company’s record, lan Williams,
executive director of Leeds Chamber of Commerce said: “Precision engineering was
one of the industries that created Leeds’ wealth and international standing. Sulzer is
keeping that reputation intact with world-beating products and it's particularly
encouraging that new careers are being created for young engineers.”
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