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Creating A Palatable Business 

  
A logistics supplier to the glass and container industry has centralised its UK 
operations in Leeds with an initial £250,000 investment in premises and plant 
on the Cardigan Trading Estate, Kirkstall and plans for further growth. Demes 
Logistics, part of the £1.6bn D S Smith Group, is a European leader in the 
provision of returnable packaging pooling solutions.  
  
In an environmentally friendly closed loop operation, the Leeds plant 
specialises in returnable plastic packaging and the vital avoidance of 
contamination for leading brand names, including Budweiser and Chivas. 
Yorkshire regional glass container companies, including Allied, Ardagh and 
Beatson Clark are leading customers. 
  
Demes manages pools of pallets, layer pads and other packaging assets 
efficiently to produce savings of up to 30% when compared with traditional 
pallet rental solutions.  Support is also given to the transit pool requirements 
of various elements of the retail sector. 
  
Leslie Law, Demes quality and customer services manager explains how 
Leeds has now become the company’s UK headquarters, centralising 
operations from Clay Cross and Harlow. 
  



“The city’s central location, its major road and rail links make it ideal for 
servicing UK companies and the close proximity of Leeds Bradford Airport, 
major road and rail links add to the package. Senior managers from company 
headquarters in Germany, can fly in direct from Dusseldorf and the expanding 
number of routes serviced by the airport provide easy access for European 
visitors to the site.” 
  
At the core of the Leeds operation are two massive washing machines that 
clean plastic layer pads and mains storage tanks where the water is softened 
and processed to potable standards. Daily swab tests are taken to ensure any 
bacteria have been eliminated. 
  
Leslie proudly points out the environmental aspect of the vital plastic layer 
pads that are rapidly replacing traditional materials: “We’re still using pads 
manufactured as long ago as 1996 and when they eventually come to the end 
of their working life, the material is 100% recyclable. However, such is the 
growth of this industry sector, there’s currently a demand for new pads to 
maintain an adequate pool to meet the needs of customers.” 
  
Cllr Barry Anderson, chair of the Leeds Economy & Skills Partnership, 
welcomed the Demes investment: “The decision by Demes to centralise its 
UK operations here in Leeds demonstrates the city’s importance as a major 
business location and its attractiveness as a UK headquarters for companies 
with multi-national operations. 
  
“The company’s combination of efficient resource management and recycling 
shows how industry is responding to the environmental agenda to provide a 
source of competitive advantage for manufacturers and leading retailers.” 
  
The Demes service extends to the management of traditional wooden pallets, 
which are repaired by the company with wood that is also recycled and the 
company looks forward to continued expansion of services. 
  
Ends 
  
Photography: Demes quality and customer service manager Leslie Law 
examines pallet layer pads at the company’s new UK headquarters in Leeds. 
  
Notes to Editors: Senior group and company managers fly in next week for 
an Open Day to launch the new plant and demonstrate its capacity to leading 
customers, including locally-based companies Ardagh and Allied Glass. They 
will be welcomed by Cllr Barry Anderson, chair of the Leeds Economy and 
Skills Partnership. 
  
The Partnership brings together the city’s leading public and private sector 
organisations to ensure a joined-up approach to sustainable economic 
development and ensure a match between education provision and the skills 
requirements of employers. 
 


