News Release

25 October 2007

Leeds Bright Sparks Fuel Aerospace Projects

Leeds precision engineering firm Aire Erosion, works on components for NASA, the
European Space Agency and other blue chip specialist organisations, and is growing
at 30%, year on year.

Moving to the city in 2000 the company is now established as a key player in the
thriving Leeds engineering sector, working largely on components for most of the
local oil exploration and medical equipment manufacturers.

Aire Erosion’s success is based on specialising in the technique of Electrical
Discharge Machining (EDM) or Spark Erosion, a specialism that has brought the
company an enviable client portfolio of blue chip industries requiring components that
can withstand zero gravity and extreme conditions. Last year it was awarded the
prestigious first prize in the Engineering Excellence Awards.

Parts produced range from substantial chunks of specialist materials for the oil
exploration industry, through automobile and aerospace pieces to medical
instruments and microscopic components for modern hearing aids.

Managing director Steve Batt gained an HNC in mechanical engineering, followed by
experience in programming, design and sales. In 1989, aged 26, he spotted the EDM
niche that UK firms appeared reluctant to invest in, borrowed £70,000 against his
home and set up with two machines in West Yorkshire. Growth accelerated on the
move to Leeds, seven years ago.



Aire Erosion now has a team of skilled engineers and fourteen high tech Swiss
machines as annual turnover continues to grow. An efficient shift system provides
2000 hours a month of the valuable spark and wire erosion machining capacity.
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Photography: Aire Erosion managing director Steve Batt with one of the UK’s
largest computer controlled spark erosion machines at his Stanningley works.



