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Leeds Leading LED Revolution

External lighting installations on landmark buildings around the world are being
designed and manufactured by fast growing Leeds company Solar GB.

Doha’s Aspire Tower was illuminated with a display designed and installed by Solar
to mark the opening of the Asian Olympics in Qatar. The Melbourne Tower in
Australia and Leeds’ own skyscraper Bridgewater Place also owe their stunning
external light shows to Solar.

Meanwhile, in Campania, Italy, a new shopping centre showcasing the country’s
leading fashion brands is bathed in the light from over 10,000 LEDs from Solar’s wide
range. The installations illuminate the centre’s glass cupolas, ceilings and elevator
shaft with a wash of dynamic colour, while floodlights maximise the exterior of the
building. Solar has also lit the food court in white, warm white and amber, with up-
lighters highlighting decorative trees.

Using the latest in light emitting diode (LED) technology, managing partners Brian
Rogerson and Andrew Littler have doubled turnover in successive years, with 40%
dedicated to export sales.

As LEDs make inroads into traditional incandescent and fluorescent lighting markets,
research indicates that by 2020, some 50% of lighting will be via this more energy
efficient and sustainable format.



Solar designs and manufactures a wide range of high end quality LED lighting,
working closely with architects, specifiers and designers. The firm achieves tough
guality assurance levels and, wherever possible, sources raw materials and
components within West Yorkshire.

Andrew Littler explains the LED success story: “LED lighting has the advantage of
being energy efficient, while creating an array of colour options and increasingly
popular white lighting systems.

“In Doha, we used colour change pixels to create the effect of a low-resolution video
screen that could be seen up to five kilometres away. This allowed us to co-ordinate
our display with the fireworks for the opening of the 2006 Asian Games. In all, we
sent 4,000 lights from Leeds to Doha and four of our technicians travelled over for
the installation.

“We supplied lighting which was seen at the Commonwealth Games launch in
Melbourne and an impressive corporate scheme for the Lehman Brothers building in
Canary Wharf. Nearer home, we have installed the multi-coloured lighting scheme at
Bridgewater Place and we will also be involved in the creation of a new lighting
installation for Neville Street, designed by internationally famous artist Hans Peter
Kuhn. The scheme will greatly improve the appearance of this important gateway to
the city.”

Brian Rogerson takes over: “In addition to the multi-coloured schemes, there’s a
huge future for white LEDs. It provides crisp, secure lighting, while saving energy. A
successful contract on a Tees-side retail park has opened the door to a series of
contracts worth £1m over the next few years.”

Paul Stephens, Leeds City Council's chief economic services officer, said: “Solar
exemplifies the combination of innovation and enterprise that is the hallmark of
manufacturing in Leeds. The company’s growth is built on products and know-how
that is leading the market, here in the UK and abroad.”

Operating from a modest industrial unit in south Leeds Solar’s skilled technicians
work alongside the UK’s only LED assembly machine — a £100,000 investment. It
assembles 4 million components a year at four times manual speeds, while
maintaining the highest quality assurance standards.

Blending with a wealth of creative innovation, these quality standards suggest a very
bright future for Solar GB.
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