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      Made In Leeds – A Hit In Memphis –  A winner in                                                         

Vegas! 
 

 
 

An Elvis-branded jukebox, designed and built in Leeds, was such a hit at a recent 
Elvis Presley Week in Graceland it has led to a £100,000 export order to the States 
for a further container of machines from manufacturer Sound Leisure. 
 
The order includes the Elvis machine and two Beatles models launched at a second 
show in Las Vegas.  
 
It marks the £9m turnover company’s first serious foray into America and managing 
director Chris Black is expecting big things: “Next year sees the 30th anniversary of 
Elvis’s death and we believe that will create a further surge of interest in Presley 
branded products. We anticipate the Beatles boxes will be available to purchase in 
America from the MGM Mirage Hotel, venue for the $160,000,000 production of the 
Beatles Cirque Du Soleil. 
 
“Mike Ansell, of Hull-based licensing specialists negotiated the original licences and 
arranged two Elvis-branded prototypes for the Graceland event and they were an 
instant hit. 
 
“We’re currently building 15 of the branded machines for the home market as well as 
this export order and our production line has never been busier. In addition to hand 



crafting, we’ve introduced CNC machinery in our pursuit for the highest quality,” said 
a delighted, but harassed Mr Black. 
 
Sound Leisure’s classic jukebox range remains as popular as ever and the recently 
updated CD, digital and I-pod versions with new speakers producing thunderous 
bass effects are proving a big hit. The company has also introduced stunning new 
LED lighting systems which make the machines an attractive proposition for 
exclusive club lounges or home games rooms. 
 
Praise for Ancient and Modern 
 
Ian Williams, executive director of Leeds Chamber of Commerce and Industry, is 
impressed by Sound Leisure’s ingenuity: “This company combines the best of Leeds 
traditional cabinet-making skills with electronics expertise to constantly re-invent a 
winning range of products. They are also making great strides in the development of 
leading edge electronic point of sale equipment for the retail world.” 
 
Sound Leisure has been making jukeboxes in Leeds for 30 years and has over 
70,000 boxes in circulation. There remains a steady demand for the classic 1940s re 
production boxes priced around £4000, although the firm has moved on with a vast 
range of innovative new products and a growing export order book.  
 
Currently taking the music industry by storm is the Milestones in Music digital jukebox 
featuring every chart hit since 1952 without the need for a broadband connection. 
The company’s retail division is also booming with touch screen technology products, 
audio-visual point of sale units, talking swing signs and interactive shop windows. 
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Photography: Chris Black and the America-bound Elvis-branded jukeboxes 
 
Further information: From Chris Black: 0845-230-1775 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 


