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Relocation and 30 New Jobs as Historic Tailor Goes For Gold 
 

 
 
Perry Uniform, a historic Leeds tailoring firm rescued from administration by a serial 
entrepreneur and former military man, is set to relocate to new premises in Bramley, where a 
self-funded £300,000 investment will create over 30 new jobs. 
 
The 15,000 square feet new premises will house production, a new design studio and sales call 
centre, following the relocation and consolidation of the firm’s West London and Farsley-based 
operations to the new site. 
 
School blazers are Perry’s core business and the firm, run by husband and wife team Bernard 
and Caroline Bunting, has its sights set on having the new unit operating at full capacity by 
Spring 2009.  Before then, they are aiming to recruit skilled and experienced cutters, machinists 
and finishers from the local area. 
 
And, following successful orders from Harlequins Rugby Union Club, the South African rugby 
union team and Australian cricketers, the Buntings are now aiming for Olympic gold in the run-



up to 2012.  While managing director Bernard won’t be competing on track or field, he’ll be 
straining every sinew to ensure that all 12,000 officials’ blazers are made in Britain.  
 
Founded in Armley in 1946, Perry Uniform struggled following the death in 2003 of Peter 
Franklin, the man who built the business, and in 2007 it was placed into administration. 
Fortunately, Bernard and his wife Caroline heard about the demise the same day and were able 
to acquire the assets and merge the operation into their highly successful online venture 
Uniform Schoolwear. 
 
Fourteen jobs were saved by the deal and production transferred to the former Springfield Mill, 
Farsley, home of a growing cluster of modern textile related businesses, where sales are 
running at 8,500 blazers and jackets a year and growing, with combined annual turnover 
projected to exceed the £2m mark over the next few months. 
 
Former soldier Mr Bunting applied skills acquired in the IT industry to grow other brands in his 
stable including The Children’s Warehouse mail order and a uniquely successful fulfilment deal 
for online orders from famous London toy store Hamleys.  Now he’s blending the same IT 
knowledge with the skills of time-served garment makers to take the re-branded Perry Uniform 
(From Cutting Room to Classroom) into a prosperous future as an iconic global brand.  
 
The core of the business remains in school uniforms, where an intelligent internet-based sizing 
system enables parents to order garments online and have them delivered the next day, 
complete with name tags.  
 
All of which leads Bernard Bunting to believe the Olympic officials’ uniforms should be made in 
Britain and, more specifically, Leeds: “We supply a niche market with quality garments, sourcing 
most of our cloth from local mills, unless it’s Harris Tweed from the Outer Hebrides.  
 
“By harnessing local manufacturing skills to internet trading, we’re able to provide the very best 
quality at sensible prices. This cuts out middlemen and avoids British or overseas cloth being 
tailored abroad and imported back into the UK.” 
 
Cllr Andrew Carter, Leeds City Council’s executive member for development and regeneration 
has backed the campaign: “Leeds was originally at the centre of the UK textile industry and is 
still home to high quality clothing and cloth manufacturers. What better tribute to the city’s 
heritage and expertise than to have the official 2012 blazers made in Leeds?” 
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Notes to editors: 
 
Perry Uniform’s workforce ranges from teen-aged school leavers embarking on a structured 
apprentice scheme to experienced time-served garment workers and all are multi-skilled, 
enabling them to easily interchange production tasks. Continuing the educational theme, next 
Spring will see a factory visit by the textile studies group from a large Midlands school. Having 



studied production on-site in Perry’s factory, the pupils will then have the advantage of input into 
the design of their own new uniform to be introduced in 2010.  
 
Bernard Bunting clearly feels comfortable in uniform and with his strong Yorkshire connections. 
He was raised on the North Yorkshire Moors, the son of John Bunting the well-known sculptor 
who first acquired his carving skills in the 40’s as an apprentice for the famous furniture maker 
Robert Thompson – the Mouseman of Kilburn. 
 
Bernard  was later commissioned by the premier regional regiment The Green Howards and 
following army service, quickly developed his IT and sales skills, growing and selling his first 
online medical company to Reuters in 1990. He was successful in developing other IT-based 
companies, before launching The Children’s Warehouse in 1992. His wife Caroline remains 
firmly front of house for the newly enlarged operation 
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